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GSA Probes 3 Complaints 
Of Chiseling on Paint Jobs 


fJ By Stuart Auerbach 

K WMfclatton Past suff Writer 

The General Service* Ad- 
ministration has received 
complaints of “coat stealing” 
on painting contracts for 
three Government projects, 
including its own record cen- 
ter at Suitland and the head- 


^quartera of the super-secret 


( antral Intelligence Agency 
I ' 4 Langley. 

?! complaint* were 
iC»ooght to GSA by the same 


I union painters whoaa enlarges 


that painting contractors had 
I failed to meet specifications 
on the National Bureau of 
Standard*' atomic reactor at 
Gaithersburg were backed by 
“ special investigation. 


, Butting less paint on the 
| wall* than is called for is 
known as “coat stealing" in 
the trade. It saves the con- 
tractor money on both materi- 
lals and labor. 

The painters— E. B. Mann 


and r. L. (Pete) Ward— said 


| they were told by Lester D. 
Gray, a GSA regional com- 
pliance official, that he would 
| check into the complaints, 

A GSA spokesman as id the 
painters’ allegations arc being 
investigated. “Our compliance 
unit got right out on them,” 
the spokesman said. 

He pointed out that GSA 
haa still not accepted the Suit- 
land record center and he ex- 
pressed doubt that the inspec- 


tors could have failed to dis- 
cover “coat stealing.’' 

Mann and Ward said they 
told Gray that: 

• GSA’s giant Government 
record center at Suitland, 
about the size of seven foot- 
ball fields, received one coat 
I of paint instead of the seven 
that the specifications called 
for. This saved the painting 
contractor 18,000 gallons of 
paint, Mann and Ward 
charged. 

One coat instead of two 
was used on a repainting job 
last year at CIA’s headquar- 
ters in Langley. That Job was 
done at night under such 
secrecy that union stewa rJ i 
were not allowed insidt o 
make sure the painters’ co •- 
tract was not violated. 

• More than 1000 offices i* 
the Department of Agriculture 
received one coat instead of 
two when they were repainted. 

In addition, the two paint- 
ers repeated the complaints 
they made to GSA last. August 
that a seven building office- 
laboratory complex built for 
the National Bureau of Stand- 
ards at Gaithersburg got less 
paint that it was supposed to. 

No report has ever been 
made public concerning a 
GSA investigation of the 
charges that were made at 
the same time as the com- 
plaints about the atomic r* 
actor. 

In the reactor case, th* f % 
.ional Bureau of Stan-iar i 
onducted its own investig, . 

It the request of Re|, 


Japk y Brooks {D Tex.), chain 
man of the House subcommit- 
tee on Government activities. 
Hep. Dante Fasccll (D-Fla.) 
asked the subcommittee to 
investigate the painters’ 
charges. 

■-■he National Bureau of 
Standards investigation 
* showed that the contractors 

missed specifications by m 
much as 80 per cent. 

The first time they went 
to the G.^A with complaint? 
the painters brought affi- 
davits from men who worked 
on the building swearing that 
the contractors used leas than 
the required amount, of paint 

This time, they said they re- 
fuse to show the affidavits to 
GSA in order to protect the 
painters who signed them. In- 
stead, they offered to submit a 
letter to GSA saying they had 
the affidavits. 

After showing the first rropi 
of affidavits to GSA official* 
last August, they said, the 
painting contractors knew who 
had signed them the day after 
the meeting. Some of the paint- 
ers lost their jobs as a result 
of the complaints. Mann and 
Ward said they have been un- 
able to find work since before 
Christmas. 
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keeping agency, GSA is re 


sponsible for most Federal con- 
[struction projects. 



